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Abstract

General background: Solar energy is recognized as the most potent and abundant form of
renewable energy available to meet global energy demands. Specific background: Despite
its potential, solar power systems face challenges related to low efficiency, high operational
costs, and safety concerns. Knowledge gap: These persistent issues require intelligent
solutions, yet the integration of advanced artificial intelligence (AI) techniques into solar
energy systems remains underexplored in practical and scalable contexts. Aims: This study
aims to examine the role of AI—particularly Machine Learning (ML), Deep Learning (DL), and
ReinforcementLearning (RL)—inaddressingkey limitations insolarpowersystems.Results:
We highlight three main AI-driven use cases: performance forecasting, system optimization,
and predictive maintenance, all of which significantly improve operational efficiency,
reliability, and system longevity. Novelty: By leveraging AI’s adaptive and data-driven
capabilities, this work presents an innovative framework for real-time decision-making and
predictive analytics in solar energy systems. Implications: The findings underscore AI’s
transformative potential in enabling the widespread, flexible, and sustainable integration of
solar power into global energy infrastructures, thereby accelerating the transition toward a
resilient and intelligent renewable energy future.

Highlights:

 

1.AI boosts solar performance via forecasting, optimization, and maintenance.

2.Machine learning adapts systems using data-driven predictive models.

3.Enhances sustainability by reducing costs and extending system lifespan.

 

Keywords: Solar Energy, Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, Predictive Maintenance,
System Optimization
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  Introduction  
Artificial intelligence plays a very vital role in the renewable energy sector especially solar energy by providing
technological solutions to many challenges that may face the solar energy economic sectors such as forecast,
increasing efficiency of conversion Information about immediate maintenance. ML, deep learning, and neural
networks are several AI techniques that solve efficiency problems for solar energy systems and boost energy more
sustainably [1]. This review will focus on assessing and exploring the potential of AI for optimizing the performance
of solar systems through generating efficiency enhancements, predicting system behavior, and maintaining
operating conditions promptly. This review stitches the findings from the existing studies and intends to illustrate
how hindrances can be resolved by incorporating AI techniques like machine learning, deep learning or hybrid
models into solar energy systems [2].

AI improves performance in solar systems as well as it is used for stabilizing the grid, and instantaneous energy
management, and it is also used in real-time to ensure efficient distribution of energy. For instance, Artificial
Intelligence-based adaptive energy management systems are being used to help manage inconsistent energy
demand and strengthen grids in peak demand [3].

In addition, AI-based predictive maintenance models such as the Kolmogorov-Arnold networks are reducing system
downtime and increasing the lifetime of solar systems. Proactive algorithms use historical trends within the data to
predict where potential failures in the system may occur, allowing for post-mitigation recommendations [4]. AI
continues to drive unprecedented transformation in solar energy, now utilizing AI to address some of its most
nagging obstacles, setting a new course toward sleek and savvy solar-to-energy systems. AI will be playing a key
role in the future of renewable energy, with predictions on its performance, being able to optimize processes and
reducing operational costs. This particular review highlights the diversity of AI that has been utilized and
underscores the importance of continuing to innovate in this improving field [5].

The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Predicting Solar Energy Production

AI forms an integral part of predicting these estimates well. It mitigates the problem of intermittent solar radiation,
which is time and season-dependent and also dependent on weather elements. ML methods such as, regression,
decision tree, and support vector machine (SVM) exploit the nonlinear relationships between weather variables and
solar energy generated output for predicting. For example, artificial neural networks (ANNs) and SVMs have been
used to provide reliable predictions for photovoltaic systems. Studies such as Li et al. Moreover, these techniques
have been applied and evaluated based on MAE and RMSE [6],[7].

Moreover, ensemble methods like random forests harness several algorithms to achieve a higher level of
confidence in the prediction results. Consequently, they are oriented in the field of solar thermal modeling [8].
However, CNN and RNN-based deep learning models are particularly good at capturing spatial and temporal
patterns present in the weather data. Alkahtani et al. The hybrid CNN-LSTM framework has been observed to
achieve high accuracy by predicting solar irradiation at the lowest error rates [9],[10].

To summarize, the precision of solar energy output forecasts can be significantly improved by utilizing ML
techniques, advanced DL models, and hybrid AI frameworks. It is essential to optimize renewable solutions to
enable the clean energy transition.

The Role of AI in Optimizing Solar Energy Systems

AI adds to the revolution by offering new solutions on how to overcome solar power system limitations that are
rooted in environmental variabilities and hardware incapacity. There are some aspects of machine learning: those
are supervision, unsupervision, and reinforcement (RL), which promise a lot from the energy production
optimization point of view, but also the support of dynamic power demand compensation via system performance
enhancement.

Hybrid systems and particularly unsupervised learning methods have been successful in forecasting solar
production. High predictive accuracy that enables operators to anticipate the optimal efficiency output from their
systems for better performance system [11] was observed in hybrid systems such as ANN versus unsupervised
clustering techniques. On the other hand, traditional machine learning (ML) has proven much more successful at
optimizing the time-invariant performance of solar systems. In literature there are existing reinforcement learning
(RL) based approaches integrated for implementing the enhancements methods of maximum power point tracking
(MPPT) of solar energy harvesting systems even under some adverse situations like partial shading to maximize
utilization of extracted Solar power [12]. Likewise, digital twin simulations with a reinforcement learning control
system improved MPPT without losing away of the peak efficiency of the system [13].

Also, a Q-learning algorithm was used for solar thermal energy system scheduling that shows more efficient use of
energy by adaptively responding to changing conditions [14]. All these developments emphasize the need for AI-
centric methods to fully leverage solar energy resources. Dynamic management, predictive analytics, and real-time
decision-making have made solar energy systems more efficient than ever before in history.
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In general, these studies highlight the significance of AI-enabled solutions in solar energy systems. By employing
complex learning algorithms and data-driven optimization methods that change solar energy standards, AI is
reshaping the sustainable future of solar energy solutions to be more efficient and economically viable. As depicted
in Figure 1, artificial intelligence technologies have considerably enhanced the efficiency of solar energy systems.
Machine learning and deep neural networks, specifically, have contributed to performance increases of up to
twenty percentage points. These results demonstrate AI's transformative role in surpassing the conventional limits
of solar energy systems. The chart in Figure 1 contrasts the functionality of solar energy systems before and
subsequent to executing diverse AI strategies, with facts sourced from references, for instance [15] – [17].
exhibiting the remarkable improvements in efficiency facilitated by machine learning, deep learning, and
reinforcement learning methods. Moreover, while machine learning has amplified efficiency, some experts have
noted that efficiency gains are not without drawbacks. Deep learning techniques require vast computing power and
data that is not always accessible. Reinforcement learning strategies sometimes struggle with unstable or
unpredictable outcomes. Still, with ongoing development, AI is predicted to continue transforming the solar sector
for the better through uncovering new methods of surpassing traditional boundaries.

Figure 1. Efficiency Improvements in Solar Energy Systems Before and After AI Implementation 

The Role of AI in Predictive Maintenance of Solar Energy Systems

AI has proven transformative for solar energy's predictive maintenance, lengthening lifespans and reducing costs
through deep learning and sensor analysis. Such techniques allow AI to detect panel and inverter anomalies,
enabling precise failure prediction. As Selvarajan emphasizes in [18], AI optimizes decision-making, especially in
preventing unexpected issues. Kumar et al also highlighted in [19] AI's role in diagnosis and maintenance, ensuring
consistent output.

Neural networks and SVMs effectively process real-time data, as Krishnamurthy et al illustrated in [20], improving
efficiency by intercepting costly repairs. Detection of small degradations forestalls later component collapse,
circumventing darkness. Meanwhile, AI dissects streaming numbers, uncovers patterns obscured to human sight,
and therefore foresees trouble before total blackout.

Furthermore, Hulwan et al. impressively exhibited in 2024 the malleability of predictive maintenance platforms
forged for wind power when transporting their algorithms to solar infrastructure [21]. This adaptive proficiency
unveils imaginative uses for technology originally cultivated for another renewable source. Abbas and colleagues
expanded on this in 2024 by surveying how prognostic examining can weave into the fabric of sustainable energy
generation, emphasizing how preemptive interventions curtail downtime while promoting environmental
stewardship [22].

Ultimately, these discoveries underscore the proficiency of AI to inspect colossal volumes of numerical evidence
and anticipate flaws well in advance, revolutionizing tactics of restoration and strengthening the endurance and
cost-proficiency of photovoltaic arrays. Advanced calculation is transforming the maintenance landscape, allowing
systems to run at maximum productivity with minimum disruption.

Comparative Analysis of Artificial Intelligence Techniques in Solar Energy Systems

Artificial intelligence and associated methods, such as machine learning (ML), deep learning (DL) methods, and
hybrid approaches have revolutionized solar energy systems. These techniques help to enhance performance
predictions, optimize system performance, and predict maintenance. In the following discussion a detailed

ISSN 2714-7444 (online), https://acopen.umsida.ac.id, published by Universitas Muhammadiyah Sidoarjo
 Copyright © Author(s). This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC

BY).
9/12 

https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2714-7444
https://acopen.umsida.ac.id
https://umsida.ac.id


Academia Open
Vol 10 No 1 (2025): June (In Progress)

DOI: 10.21070/acopen.10.2025.10829 . Article type: (Energy)

comparison of the AI techniques applied in solar energy systems will be presented, highlighting their advantages,
disadvantages as well as specific applications. To help keep some clarity, Table 1 summarizes these techniques at a
high-level.

 AI Technique  Applications  Strengths  Limitations  References
Artificial Neural

Networks (ANN)
Performance

prediction,
optimization

High accuracy,
adaptable to complex
patterns

Requires extensive
data and
computational
resources

 [6],[23]

Support Vector
Machines (SVM)

Fault detection,
diagnostics

Effective for small
datasets

Limited scalability
for large datasets

 [23]

Deep Learning
(LSTM, CNN)

Forecasting,
predictive
maintenance

Handles large
datasets, recognizes
temporal patterns

Computationally
intensive, overfitting
risks

 [14], [17].

 Hybrid Models Combined
forecasting and
optimization

Leverages strengths
of multiple models

Increased complexity
in implementation

 [25], [26]

Reinforcement
Learning

 System optimization Adaptive decision-
making in real-time

Requires long
training periods

 [16]

Table 1. Comparative Analysis of AI Techniques in Solar Energy Systems  

1 Performance Prediction

Many prediction accuracy improvement methods regarding solar energy production are based on artificial neural
networks (ANNs) and hybrid models. The correlation coefficient between the observations and the predictions
published was more than 0.97, which showed that this type of ANN could map energy outputs well for inputs drawn
from climate [6]. Similarly, Alizameer et al. greatly improved daily radiation RMSE (by more than 50%) through
applying a hybrid approach of extreme learning machines with predictions from time-series decomposition of solar
radiation [25].

2 System Optimization

In recent years, reinforcement learning (RL) has gained attention for its capability to optimize solar energy
systems. Chen et al. introduced a Q-learning-based RL model based on real-time ML energy extraction of different
environmental conditions for MPPT [16].

3 Predictive Maintenance

For fault identification and anomaly detection in solar energy systems, convolutional neural networks (CNN) and
long short-term memory (LSTM) networks have proven to be effective deep learning methods for predictive
maintenance analyses. Correa-Jullian et al. LSTM models are also the ones that successfully catch small temporal
dynamics and the lowest prediction errors were for solar thermal systems [14]. Furthermore, Zhou et al. A Hybrid
Approach for Predictive Maintenance of Heterogeneous Systems Using Deep Learning Algorithms and IoT Sensor
Data for Real Time Diagnostics Based on Flow Management Principles to Enhance Maintenance Workflows [14]
The relative use of AI towards performance prediction, system tuning, and predictive maintenance is shown in Fig.
2.
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Figure 2. AI Techniques and Their Contributions to Solar Energy Systems 

  Result and Discussion  
Artificial intelligence (AI) integrated with solar energy systems and its growing techniques have paved the way for
enhancing prediction of performances, optimization of processes, and predictive maintenance in this field. This
review inscribes the uses of Artificial intelligence (AI) methods having machine learning (ML), Deep learning as
well as hybrid models to overcome inadequacies and enhance the performance of the system

Predicting solar energy using machine learning-based AI-powered predictive models of appropriate designs has
demonstrated the best accuracy, particularly in addressing the problems related to weather changes and other
endurance. Hybrid methods, such as the use of ANNs with clustering approaches, have also been found to further
enhance predictive power more appropriate in providing intelligent decision support for operators on energy
generation and distribution.

However, reinforcement learning (RL) has revolutionized the landscape of system optimization with impressive
efficiency gains in applications considering rapid environmental changes [10, 11], e.g., maximum power point
tracking (MPPT).

Predictive maintenance requires deep learning models such as continental neural networks (CNN) and long short-
term memory networks (LSTM). You can start asking yourself where they perform the best — and especially in big
data analysis, time series pattern recognition to assist early case detection towards preventing failures (preventing
system downtime) and working with PV systems over the long run. However, there are challenges in AI
advancement for solar energy systems. However, it is a setback for its development as it requires a large dataset,
high computational resources, and a fusion of different AI models. However, increased progress in hybrid systems
and adaptive learning technologies will provide a lot of viable solutions to these barriers making way for more
sustainable energy management methods.

AI technology has the potential to become a groundbreaking supplement tool for solar energy by utilizing powerful
resources to enhance efficiency, reliability, and sustainability. With AI development continuing apace, the
technology is expected to play an increasingly critical role in future renewable energy systems, spurring further
innovation and influence.

  Conclusion  
A method well-imposed on solar energy systems is Artificial-intelligence and there are some issues related to AI-
driven solutions from efficiency, reliability etc.., such as machine learning techniques (supervised, unsupervised),
deep learning where data fed into the model can change form while depending on previous behavior of input (will
be discussed 10 with further details) while predictive performance analysis enhances probability which offers
conditions for optimizing system effectively by applying Reinforcement Learning enabled analytical models and also
forms predictive maintenance solution. This provides greater energy output, reduces the overall plant lifecycle
costs, and achieves a longer service life. As AI technologies continue to mature, the utility of AI in solar energy will
expand, and it will make significant progress toward addressing the challenges of a global transition to renewable
energy. It is, as such, that AI integration not only dominates and amplifies existing capabilities but also paves a
path towards universal adoption of sustainable energy solutions.
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