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Abstract 

 
General Background The transportation of dangerous goods by rail is essential for industrial 

development but involves significant safety risks. Specific Background Early warning systems are 
designed to monitor conditions and detect abnormalities in railway operations involving hazardous 

materials. Knowledge Gap Despite technological advancements, there remains limited integrated 

analysis of system components, operational principles, and their role in emergency prevention. Aims 
This study aims to analyze early warning systems used in railway transport of dangerous goods, 

focusing on their structure, functionality, and contribution to risk reduction. Results The findings 
indicatethat systems combining sensor technologies, real-time data transmission, analyticalsoftware, 
and human–machine interfaces enable timely detection of irregularities such as leaks, overheating, 
and mechanical failures. Integrated systems improve situational awareness and support coordinated 

emergency responses. Novelty The study highlights the importance of system integration and the 
application of digital technologies, including predictive analytics, in strengthening monitoring 

capabilities. Implications These results suggest that continuous development of interoperable and 
data-driven early warning systems is crucial for improving railway safety, minimizing environmental 
damage, and supporting effective emergency management. 

 
Keywords: Dangerous Goods, Railway Safety, Early Warning Systems, Monitoring Technologies, Risk 
Management 
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Real-time communication systems enable coordinated emergency response actions 
Digital analytics contributes to improved prediction of potential failures 
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I . Introduction 
 

The rapid development of industrial production, energy sectors, and chemical industries has significantly increased the 

volume of dangerous goods transported worldwide. Dangerous goods, also known as hazardous materials, include 

substances that pose risks to human health, property, and the environment due to their chemical, physical, or biological 

characteristics. These substances encompass flammable liquids, toxic chemicals, corrosive materials, explosives, radioactive 

substances, and gases under pressure. 

 
Rail transport plays a central role in the movement of dangerous goods, largely because it offers high carrying capacity, 

economic efficiency, and a lower accident rate compared to road transport. Despite these advantages, accidents involving 

hazardous materials on railways can result in extremely serious consequences. Past events involving chemical spills, 

explosions, and toxic gas releases have shown that even a single incident can impact extensive areas, damage ecosystems, 

and require complex, large-scale emergency response operations. 

 
Early warning systems (EWS) are developed to recognize irregularities in operating conditions and issue timely alerts to 

railway operators, emergency responders, and decision-makers. In the specific context of transporting dangerous goods by 

rail, these systems are intended to detect emerging risks before they develop into critical emergencies. To achieve this, EW S 

combine multiple technological components, such as sensor networks, communication systems, data-processing software, 

and human–machine interfaces that support informed decision-making. 

 
This article aims to examine early warning systems designed for emergency situations that may arise during the rail 

transportation of dangerous goods. It explores their operating principles, classification, technological structure, and 

practical implementation. In addition, the study assesses their contribution to improving railway safety and considers future 

directions for strengthening early warning capabilities. 

 
The steady expansion of industrial production, chemical industries, and global energy demand has significantly increased 

the volume of dangerous goods transported worldwide. Dangerous goods refer to substances and materials that present 

potential risks to human health, infrastructure, and the environment due to their physical, chemical, or biological propertie s. 

These include explosives, flammable liquids, toxic and corrosive substances, as well as radioactive materials. 

 
Although rail transport remains one of the safest and most efficient means of moving such materials, accidents involving 

hazardous cargo can still escalate into large-scale emergencies. Derailments, collisions, tank wagon leaks, fires, or 

explosions may lead to casualties, long-term environmental contamination, and major disruptions to transport networks. 

 
In this context, early warning systems serve as a critical safeguard for railway operations. Through continuous monitoring of 

technical conditions, operational performance, and environmental factors, these systems enable the early detection of 

abnormal situations and support the timely implementation of preventive or emergency measures. The purpose of this 

article is to analyze early warning systems for emergency situations that may occur during the transportation of dangerous 

goods by rail, focusing on their structure, functionality, and role in risk reduction. 

 

II. Method 
 

1 . Dangerous Goods Transportation by Rail: Risks and Challenges. Classification of Dangerous Goods 

 
Dangerous goods transported by rail are classified according to international standards, such as the United Nations 

Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods and the RID (Regulations Concerning the International Carriage of 

Dangerous Goods by Rail) [3]. These classifications typically include: 

 
 Explosives; 

https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2714-7444
https://doi.org/10.21070/acopen
https://umsida.ac.id/


Academia Open 

Vol. 11 No. 1 (2026): June 

DOI: 10.21070/acopen.11.2026.13817 

ISSN 2714-7444 (online), https://acopen.umsida.ac.id, published by Universitas Muhammadiyah Sidoarjo 

Copyright © Author(s). This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). 

8/11 

 

 

 Gases (compressed, liquefied, or dissolved); 
 Flammable liquids; 
 Flammable solids and self-reactive substances; 
 Oxidizing substances and organic peroxides; 
 Toxic and infectious substances; 
 Radioactive materials; 
 Corrosive substances; 
 Miscellaneous dangerous goods. 

 
Each category presents specific risks during transportation, requiring tailored monitoring and warning approaches. 

 
2. Sources of Risk in Rail Transportation . 

 
Risks associated with the transportation of dangerous goods by rail arise from multiple sources, including [4]: 

 
 Technical factors: defects in rolling stock, tank wagons, braking systems, or coupling mechanisms; 
 Infrastructure factors: track defects, signaling failures, bridge and tunnel conditions; 
 Human factors: operator errors, inadequate training, fatigue, and procedural violations; 
 Environmental factors: extreme temperatures, flooding, earthquakes, and other natural hazards; 
 Operational factors: improper loading, insufficient securing of cargo, and inadequate route planning. 

 
The interaction of these factors can lead to derailments, collisions, leaks, fires, or explosions, making early detection and 

warning essential. 

 
Concept and Objectives of Early Warning Systems : 

 
1. Definition of Early Warning Systems . An early warning system consists of interconnected elements that work together 

to identify potential threats, evaluate associated risks, and deliver timely alerts aimed at preventing emergencies or 

mitigating their consequences. Within railway transport, such systems function on a continuous basis, supervising the 

condition of both rolling stock and infrastructure to ensure safe and reliable operations. 

 
2. Objectives of EWS in Dangerous Goods Transport . The main objectives of early warning systems in the 

transportation of dangerous goods by rail include [5]: 

 
 Early detection of abnormal conditions; 
 Prevention of accidents and incidents; 
 Reduction of response time during emergencies; 
 Support for decision-making by operators and emergency services; 
 Minimization of human, environmental, and economic losses. 

 
3. Principles of Operation. Early warning systems typically operate based on the following principles: 

 
1. Continuous monitoring of critical parameters; 

2. Data acquisition and transmission in real time; 

3. Data processing and analysis using predefined thresholds or intelligent algorithms; 

4. Alert generation when abnormal conditions are detected; 

5. Communication of warnings to relevant stakeholders. 

 

4. Components of Early Warning Systems for Rail Transport . Sensor Technologies. Sensors are the core elements of 
early warning systems. In dangerous goods transportation, commonly used sensors include: 

 
 Temperature sensors for detecting overheating of axle bearings or cargo [6]; 
 Pressure sensors in tank wagons; 
 Gas and chemical sensors for leak detection; 
 Vibration and acceleration sensors for detecting derailment risks; 
 Fire and smoke detectors. 

 
Modern sensor technologies offer high accuracy, reliability, and resistance to harsh environmental conditions. 

 
Data Transmission and Communication Systems. Effective early warning requires reliable communication channels. 

Data transmission systems may include [7]: 

 
 Wired communication networks along railway lines; 
 Wireless technologies such as GSM-R, LTE, and 5G; 
 Satellite communication for remote areas; 
 Internet of Things (IoT) platforms. 

 
These technologies ensure real-time data exchange between sensors, control centers, and emergency responders. 

https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2714-7444
https://doi.org/10.21070/acopen
https://umsida.ac.id/


Academia Open 

Vol. 11 No. 1 (2026): June 

DOI: 10.21070/acopen.11.2026.13817 

ISSN 2714-7444 (online), https://acopen.umsida.ac.id, published by Universitas Muhammadiyah Sidoarjo 

Copyright © Author(s). This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). 

9/11 

 

 

Data Processing and Analytical Software . Collected data must be processed and analyzed to identify potential threats. 

Analytical software may use [8]: 

 
 Threshold-based algorithms; 
 Statistical analysis; 
 Machine learning and artificial intelligence; 
  Predictive modeling and risk assessment tools. Advanced systems are capable of predicting failures before they 

occur, enabling preventive actions. 

 
Human–Machine Interfaces. Human–machine interfaces (HMI) allow operators to interact with early warning systems. 

Effective HMI design includes [9]: 

 
 Clear visualization of data; 
 Intuitive alarm signals; 
 Decision support tools; 
 Integration with existing railway management systems. 

 
III. Result 

 
Types of Early Warning Systems in Rail Transport. Infrastructure-Based Warning Systems. Infrastructure-based systems 

monitor track conditions, bridges, tunnels, and signaling equipment. Examples include [10]: 

 
 Track geometry monitoring systems; 
 Wayside hotbox detectors; 
 Weather monitoring stations; 
 Structural health monitoring systems. 

 
These systems provide early warnings of infrastructure-related hazards. 

 
Rolling Stock-Based Warning Systems. Rolling stock-based systems are installed directly on locomotives or wagons. They 

monitor [11]: 

 
 Axle bearing temperature; 
 Brake system performance; 
 Cargo condition in tank wagons; 
 Structural integrity of wagons. 

 
Such systems are particularly important for dangerous goods transportation. Integrated and Networked Systems. Integrated 

early warning systems combine data from multiple sources to provide a comprehensive safety overview. These systems 

enable [12]: 

 
 Cross-analysis of infrastructure and rolling stock data; 
 Centralized monitoring and control; 
 Coordinated emergency response. 

 

IV. Discussion 
 

Role of Early Warning Systems in Emergency Management. Accident Prevention.By detecting early signs of failure, EWS 

help prevent accidents before they occur. For example, detecting overheating axle bearings can prevent derailments. 

Emergency Response Support. In the event of an incident, early warning systems provide critical information to emergency 

responders, such as [13]: 

 
 Location of the incident; 
 Type and quantity of dangerous goods involved; 
 Environmental conditions; 
 Potential spread of hazardous substances. 

 
Mitigation of Consequences. Timely warnings allow for rapid evacuation, isolation of affected areas, and deployment of 

appropriate response measures, thereby reducing the severity of consequences. 

 
International regulations, such as RID and ADR, define safety requirements for the transport of dangerous goods and 

underline the importance of systematic monitoring and preparedness for emergency situations. In addition to these 

international frameworks, many countries have established national standards governing railway safety and the 

implementation of early warning systems. These standards specify technical requirements, operational procedures, and the 

distribution of responsibilities among relevant authorities and operators [14]. 

 
Early warning systems must undergo certification procedures and regular inspections to ensure compliance with 
established safety and performance 
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criteria. However, despite their clear benefits, such systems face a number of challenges, including high 
implementation costs, difficulties in integrating with existing railway infrastructure, large volumes of data, false 

alarms, and cybersecurity threats. Addressing these issues requires continuous technological investment, personnel 
training, and the development of standardized and interoperable solutions [15]. 

Future Development Trends. The future of early warning systems in rail transport is closely linked to digitalization and 
the concept of smart railways. The use of artificial intelligence, big data analytics, and digital twins will enhance 
predictive capabilities. Greater integration with national emergency man. 

V. Conclusion 
 

The transportation of dangerous goods by rail remains a critical component of modern logistics, yet it inherently involves 

significant risks to human life, infrastructure, and the environment. This study has analyzed early warning systems designed 

to prevent and mitigate emergency situations that may arise during the rail transportation of hazardous materials. The 

findings demonstrate that timely detection, accurate data processing, and rapid information exchange are decisive factors in 

reducing the severity and consequences of potential accidents. 

 
The analysis demonstrates that integrated early warning systems-bringing together sensor networks, real-time monitoring, 

automated risk evaluation, and advanced communication technologies-substantially improve situational awareness and 

operational safety in railway transport. By continuously tracking system conditions, these solutions allow operators and 

emergency response teams to detect early signs of irregularities, such as leaks, excessive temperatures, mechanical 

malfunctions, or deviations from established safety parameters. This early detection creates an opportunity to implement 

preventive actions before a situation develops into a major emergency. 

 
The study also underscores the critical role of interoperability between technical monitoring tools and organizational 

decision-making structures. Early warning systems achieve maximum effectiveness when embedded within clear regulatory 

frameworks, standardized operational procedures, and supported by adequately trained personnel who can accurately 

interpret alerts and respond in a timely manner. Moreover, the integration of digital innovations-including intelligent data 

analytics and predictive modeling-provides significant opportunities to strengthen risk forecasting and enhance accident 

prevention in the rail transportation of dangerous goods. 

 
In conclusion, the deployment and ongoing refinement of early warning systems constitute a strategically important 

measure for promoting safety and long-term sustainability in rail transport. Future efforts should prioritize improving 

system robustness, broadening the application of advanced data-driven technologies, and reinforcing coordination among 

railway operators, emergency services, and regulatory bodies to ensure a comprehensive and resilient safety framework. 

Such measures will contribute to minimizing emergency risks, protecting public safety, and ensuring the environmentally 

responsible transportation of hazardous materials by rail. 
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